
A Celebration of Women in Science and Engineering

On 6 Aug 2009, SAWISE hosted 3 events in 2 provinces to 
commemorate the achievements of Women in Science and 
Engineering. 

In Johannesburg, the newly re-launched SAWISE Gauteng branch, together with 
Prof Belinda Bozzoli,Wits Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Research, hosted an event 
for women professional scientists and students. The Honourable Minister Naledi 
Pandor attended as special guest. In a brief informal talk, the Minister 
acknowledged the advances made in science and technology in SA, including the 
imminent launch of satellite Sumbandila, but reminded the audience that many 
young female learners, particularly those from rural communities, are still 
discouraged from experiencing the joys and benefits of scientific discovery. 

The first speaker for the afternoon, Beverly Damonse, Executive Director 
of SAASTA, shared information on the various initiatives of SAASTA 
and encouraged participants to engage in the communication of scientific 
ideas with the greater public. Dr Tina Heiligers, of Element 6 and winner 
of a of the 2008 L'Oreal- UNESCO Women in Science Fellowship, 
presented a talk on renowned women Nobel laureates and  Dr Rachel 
Chikwamba, Plant Biotechnology Research Group Leader  at CSIR 
Biosciences, reviewed cutting edge developments in plant biotech 
engineering. 

The afternoon was 
concluded with short 
talks from two of 
Wits’ BALE 
programme women 
undergraduates 
(awarded Carnegie 
Scholarships), who 
shared their delight in 
participating in the 
event and their 
excitement about the 
opportunities ahead.

Branch Committee Elections:
Diane Wilcox was elected 
Gauteng Chair, Tina Heiligers 
will serve as Secretary, with 
additional branch committee 
members  Shirley Abelman, 
Tanya Lafoy and Terry 
Oliphant.


