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Doves and pigeons
Begin ning with bibli cal times, when Noah
sent the dove from the Ark and it returned
with an olive leaf indi -
cat ing that the flood
waters were reced ing
and that tran quil ity
would be restored, the
dove has been a
symbol of peace and
gentle ness.

Its soft cooing
call and amatory incli -
na tions have long asso -
ci ated the dove with
love and fecun dity, and 
it was regarded as
sacred to the goddesses 
who bestowed these
special bless ings. The
dove had great reli-
gious signif i cance for
many of the early
peoples. It was held
sacred by the Phoe ni-
cians and Phili- stines.
Turtledoves were
offered in the temple
by women after child -
birth as a thanks-
giving. An early belief
that the dove was of
divine origin was given 
further support by the
theory that Satan could change himself into
any animal he wished, except the dove. All
manner of portents were ascribed to the bird:

prolonged cooing of the mourning dove
heralded an end to drought; a white dove

flying over head was a
good-luck omen; to
dream of doves signi -
fied good health.
According to the
Odyssey, the dove
carried messages for
Zeus.

Even thou sands
of years ago, rever ence 
for the dove did not
inter fere with wide-
spread appre ci a tion for 
the tasty morsel it
provided when cooked. 
The Egyp tians raised
pigeons for food, and
prob ably to carry
messages, as early as
3000 B.C. At the orig -
inal Olympic Games,
homing pigeons were
kept in readi ness to be
released to neigh-
bouring cities with the
names of the winners.
No one knows when
pigeons were first used 
as a means of commu -
ni ca tion in war, but

Julius Caesar employed them to send word of
his victo ries back to Rome.

Detail from Venere e Cupido by Allori (late 16th

to early 17th century).
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