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The first aerial census of Cape Fur Seal numbers in Angola
was conducted on 19 December 2006. The camera team of
F. Gombo, M.A. Méyer and P.G.H. Kotze took of from
Namibe at 11h24 in a Partenavia aircraft, the Kuswag VIIlI,
piloted by D. Jordaan and E. Aandrag. On arrival at Baia dos
Tigres, filming commenced in a westerly direction from the
north-east corner of the island (16°30'S, 11°42'E). The cam-
era used was a canon eos 5D (color digital photographs).

Several groups of seals were present on island, including
at the north-east corner (1 group), the north-west corner (1
group), the west flank (11 small groups), and between the
south-west and south-east corners (1 long, continuous
group). Additionally, small groups of seals were observed on
the inside (east side) of the peninsula to the south of the
island. At 13h03, the aircraft returned to Namibia. After re-
fuelling, the aircraft took off at 14h02 and flew to Namibia. En
route to the Kunene River, the Angolan coast was scanned
for the presence of seals, but none were seen.

In total 4 378 pups were counted on the aerial photo-
graphs, confirming the status of Baia dos Tigres as a seal
breeding location. A further 17 062 subadult and adult seals
were counted. The latter represents an underestimate of
numbers of these age classes in the region, since an un-
known number of them would have been at sea. The pup
count is also an underestimate of the number of pups born
since an unknown number would have succumbed to mor-
tality before the count, and some pups may have been con-
cealed in the photographs and therefore not counted. How-
ever, the census is comparable with the censuses conducted
in Namibia and South Africa. The results of the census con-
firm the status of Baia dos Tigres as a seal breeding loca-
tion. The recent establishment of this breeding colony and
others in the north of Namibia (e.g. at Cape Frio and
Palgrave Point) are evidence that there has been a recent
northward shift in the distribution of the Cape Fur Seal popu-
lation in the northern Benguela.
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