
ZULULAND 300
BIRDING CHALLENGE

& AVITOURISM
WORKSHOP

20–22 February 2004

NOT TO BE MISSED!
• Avitourism workshop with prominent

guest speakers at Hluhluwe 
• Beginners’ bird ID course at St Lucia
• Various presentations and discussions on

the avitourism industry
• Continual reportbacks on 300

Birding Challenge
• Outings galore!

A reminder to BLSA members – you can
enjoy a 10 per cent discount on accommo-
dation at all Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife camps.
Book through BirdLife Travel.

Nola Parsons is doing a careful assessment
of the African Black Oystercatchers at the
Koeberg Nuclear Power Station for an MSc.
Nuclear power is not generally associated
with doing anything positive for the envi-
ronment, let alone birds. However, the
Koeberg complex has produced some of
the best possible breeding habitat for oys-
tercatchers: sheltered rocky shores. In the
2002/03 breeding season, Nola had 46
pairs of oystercatchers in her study area,
of which 37 pairs bred and laid 129 eggs.
Only 24 of these eggs hatched, and of
these only 10 produced fledglings. It’s a
sad story, but the heavy losses are due to
predation, with the yellow mongoose being
the chief suspect, not human disturbance.
We are grateful to Gert Greeff, who leads
the conservation department at the nuclear

power station, for all his help with this
project. Nola is also the vet at SANCCOB:
when she is not at Koeberg researching
oystercatchers, she is treating oiled and
injured penguins and other seabirds.

The group of postgraduate

students based at the Avian

Demography Unit has grown to

20 and it is clear that the ADU has

become a major centre for bird

research. Here we describe the

projects of three students.

Dr Francesca Little graduated in December
2003. She utilised the data from the
Southern African Bird Atlas Project and
made use of sophisticated statistical model-
ling to produce a brilliant new set of bird
distribution maps which have become the
basis for the maps in the upcoming edition
of Roberts’. She also devised innovative
ways of measuring the species richness of
an area, which take account of the relative
frequency with which species occur. Her
results are interesting to a range of users of
bird distribution information, from birders
who want range maps in their field guides
to biogeographers and macro-ecologists
who use the maps to develop ecological
theories about distribution patterns. Her
PhD thesis is called ‘The smooth is better
than the rough: an exploitation of reporting
rate information in southern African bird
atlas data’. Readers who were involved in
the collection of the bird atlas data will be
intrigued to know that the data set to
which they contributed has become famous
as the best of its kind in the world, and is
being used by postgraduate students at
many universities for their research.
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AVIAN DEMOGRAPHY UNIT
The Avian Demography Unit undertakes bird research in partnership with BirdLife South Africa

Avian Demography Unit, University of Cape Town, 7701 Rondebosch. Tel. (021) 650 2423; 
fax (021) 650 3434; e-mail adu@adu.uct.ac.za  web www.aviandemographyunit.org

B I R D L I F E S O U T H  A F R I C A

B I R D L I F E B I R D L I F E

BIRDLIFE SOUTH AFRICA'S
75TH ANNUAL

GENERAL MEETING
6 March 2004

BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL
WORLD CONGRESS

7–13 March 2004

Contact BirdLife Travel for information
regarding various self-drive packages
before, during and after the AGM and
BirdLife International World Congress. Time
is running out, so make your bookings.

The recent launch of BirdLife Travel and Birder-
friendly Establishments has proved to be an
exciting time for BirdLife South Africa and

emphasised the need for the promotion of avitourism
in the region. The interest shown by many sectors of
the travel industry has been exceptional and it is clear
that we have our work cut out to ensure that
growth in this fascinating industry is promoted to
the maximum.

Our main objective is to conserve wild birds and
their habitats and it has been recognised that
tourism is fast becoming a key tool in ensuring this.
If we can add economic value to bird conservation
through promoting the region as a premier bird-
watching destination, we will be going a long way
towards achieving this, and it was for this reason
that the concept of Birder-friendly Establishments
was developed. 

At present, approximately 70 businesses
throughout the country have joined our Birder-
friendly programme, including a range of hotels,
guesthouses, lodges, B&Bs and camping sites (see
www.birdlife.org.za). To register with us, they
are asked to complete a ’self assessment’ of their
facilities. A few critical factors are needed to qualify, including such things as offer-
ing birdwatchers flexible mealtimes. For instance, a packed breakfast/brunch is often the
preferred choice so that a 05h00 start is an easy option. The establishment should have liter-
ature available to visitors on the birding options in their area, access to guides, knowledge
of good birding spots and latest sightings. 

Some of the benefits of becoming a Birder-friendly Establishment include the use of
BirdLife branding and thus recognition as being committed to conservation. Establishments
are listed in the quarterly BLSA newsletter and on the BLSA website, and automatically enjoy
membership of BLSA. 

BirdLife Travel is now working hard to promote these establishments. The planning stages
have been hectic, but things are really starting to snowball. Enquiries about birding in South
Africa have been pouring in and we have been delighted to be able to support some of our
valued Birder-friendly Establishments.

With the existing establishments’ continued support, we are confident of being able to
fulfil our part of this mutually cooperative relationship. Our focus will increasingly be on for-
mulating special offers and events in the various regions. These will be marketed by BirdLife
Travel on the BLSA website, in various publications and during travel shows such as Indaba
and Getaway. 

In association with the Birder-friendly Establishments, we will form partnerships with other
stakeholders in the avitourism arena. Tour operators who join as partners of BirdLife Travel
will enjoy benefits similar to those enjoyed by the Birder-friendly Establishments. BirdLife
Travel also actively supports and promotes the Local Bird Guides in various areas. Making
such areas economically viable for locals helps ensure that fragile pockets of conserved areas
are sustainable in the long term.

BirdLife Travel has formed valuable associations with various birding routes around the
country. Although many of these are still in their infancy, their input is vitally important to
the success and future growth of avitourism in the region. 

For more information about Birder-friendly Establishments or BirdLife Travel, please contact
Sue Anderson on e-mail travel@birdlife.org.za or tel. (017) 730 0433. Information is also
available on www.birdlife.org.za
SUE ANDERSON

Trineke Bakker is a biology student
from the University of Groningen in The
Netherlands. She is doing research on Kelp
Gulls for one of the two large projects she
needs for her masters degree. Her field
work is done on Robben Island, where she
is studying the growth and energetics of
chicks in the colony of Kelp Gulls that
breed on the island. The colony is small

enough that, with determination and hard
work, the progress of every nest – from
egg-laying to chick fledging – can be
followed and monitored. The ADU will host
three University of Groningen students in
2003/04 while they undertake their masters
projects. Trineke’s Dutch supervisor is
Dr Henk Visser, who also co-supervises
the PhD projects of two ADU students.

BirdLife Travel takes off


