
In early April no fewer than nine staff and
students of the Avian Demography Unit
travelled north to attend two ornithological

conferences in Scotland. The British Seabird
Group held its Eighth International
Conference in Aberdeen with the theme
‘North Atlantic Seabird Populations’, while
Edinburgh hosted the ‘Waterbirds around
the World’ Conference, co-organised by the
UK’s Joint Nature Conservation Committee
and Wetlands International.

The two meetings had dates which over-
lapped, so it was not really feasible to attend
both, leading to a lost opportunity for ADU
participants, given the high costs of travel.
Attending two back-to-back meetings with
only a few hours’ travelling time between
them would have been a bonus. However,
the Avian Demography Unit was represented
at both meetings and made a number of 
presentations.

At the Aberdeen conference René Navarro
and Ralf Mullers (a visiting Dutch student
from the University of Groningen) presented
a poster on the timing of breeding in Cape
Gannets. This species is closely related to the
North Atlantic Gannet, so the ADU study of
differences in growth rates of chicks from
early- and late-laying birds proved of interest
to the audience of mainly European
researchers.

At the Waterbirds Conference, the ADU
was present in force with seven members
and contributed seven posters and four oral
presentations. In addition, James Harrison
and Dieter Oschadleus organised ‘side
events’ to discuss plans for the co-ordination
of bird-ringing across Africa and the analysis
of waterbird ringing data across the entire
African–Eurasian region. The ADU’s Director,
Les Underhill, was Chair of the Scientific and
Programme Committee for the conference
(and his role continues on the conference’s
editorial panel). John Cooper gave the clos-
ing plenary lecture on migration patterns and
international efforts to conserve albatrosses
in the Southern Ocean to a full house of

nearly 500 delegates, and in the presence of
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. HRH
then delivered his address, which showed his
own commitment to the conservation of
these magnificent birds. Later, John and Les
met the Prince at a small reception.

The closing event of the Waterbirds
Conference saw more prominence for the
ADU: Masters’ student Jenny Griffin and
post-doctoral student Aeshita Mukherjee
won awards for their posters on the African
Penguin and Indian wetlands, respectively.

The ADU made full use of opportunities to
see more of the country before and after the
conferences, as well as on the official excur-
sions. Doug Harebottle had a meeting with
the African Waterbird Counts Committee in
the Orkneys and gave several presentations,

including one to the Highlands Ringing
Group in Inverness. John Cooper realised a
long-held desire to visit Bass Rock, a large
gannetry made famous among marine
ornithologists by the pioneering studies of
Bryan Nelson. Being able to drive the remote
cameras (with 20x times zoom capability) at
the Scottish Seabird Centre on the mainland
opposite the rock was a special experience.
There is scope for such a development in
South Africa at a place like Gansbaai, where
visitors could zoom in on seals and penguins
on Dyer and Geyser islands without causing
the disturbance that actual landings would
incur. Aeshita Mukherjee travelled on to a
Black Stork conference in Hungary.

All in all, a good migration for the Avian
Demography Unit.
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BirdLife Travel gets the nod
Thanks to all our satisfied customers for their
feedback. Here are a few comments...

‘Nat and I want to thank you very much for making our
birding trip to KZN such a memorable one. We enjoyed it
all enormously, mainly due to your recommendations of
where to stay, where to go, etc. We saw such lovely birds
and so many lifers and were particularly impressed with
the high standard of your wonderful guides. It was a 
pleasure having Alpha to guide us at St Lucia. We were
impressed with his ability to identify not only birds but also
animal tracks, trees and in fact all aspects of nature. We
wish him well and hope his enthusiasm bears fruit. We
look forward to consulting you again on some other area
of birding.’
Nat & Freda Kirschner

‘We arrived back in Kommetjie at lunchtime on Friday
after a wonderful holiday. Andrea and I would like to
thank you for all your help and efforts in organising our
birding trip. We really enjoyed ourselves and saw many
interesting birds and mammals and, of course, the beauti-
ful scenic countryside along the North Coast of KZN.
Overall the trip went very smoothly and according to plan,
and the bed and breakfast and self-catering Birder Friendly
establishments that we stayed at were excellent and of a
high standard. The proprietors were all very pleasant and
courteous to us and were also extremely helpful in sorting
out anything we needed. The planned itinerary was excel-
lent and the directions to our various places of accommo-
dation and to birdwatching sites were also very good. We
never got lost. 

We would like to congratulate BLSA for the excellent
job in selecting and training young people at Wakker-
stroom to become bird guides. All the local bird guides,
including the young lady at Dlinza Forest, were ready wait-
ing for us at the arranged meeting points. They were
polite, courteous and very friendly but above all, they
worked very hard to try and show us the special species of
their local birding areas. We were very impressed by their
attitude and by the skills and knowledge they displayed.

To sum up, our experience was great, fantastic, superb.
We had a thoroughly enjoyable holiday that far exceeded
our expectations. Sue, thank you very much for all your
efforts and hard work in planning and organising our trip
– we really appreciate your endeavours on our behalf.
Please express our gratitude to your colleagues at BirdLife
Travel and at the Zululand Birding Route, and especially
the local guides.’
Peter & Andrea Golborn

Sue Anderson
BirdLife Travel Consultant
P O Box 169, Wakkerstroom 2480. Tel. (+27-17) 
730 0285; fax (+27-17) 730 0433; e-mail
travel@birdlife.org.za; web www.birdlife.org.za

Birding Special at Ezemvelo
The BirdLife Oppenheimer Programme is holding a special birding weekend at
Ezemvelo Nature Reserve, in conjunction with Indicator Birding and top local birders
Etienne Marais, Rob Geddes and Selwyn Rautenbach. The weekend will take place
from 22 to 24 October 2005.

The programme will include birding in the diverse habitats of Ezemvelo Nature
Reserve, where African Finfoot, Half-collared Kingfisher, Brown-backed Honeybird
and African Yellow Warbler occur. Or you can take part in an exciting ‘pathfinder’
excursion to Mabusa and the Mdala/Mkhombo complex, along the route where the
Raiders of the Lost Lark team recorded 275 species in 24 hours during last year’s
Birding Big Day.

Likely specials include White-bellied Korhaan, Denham’s Bustard, Tinkling
Cisticola, Orange River, Red-winged and Shelley’s francolins, Short-toed Rock-
Thrush, Mountain Wheatear, and Eastern Clapper, Eastern Long-billed and
Melodious larks. A night drive will also take place. 

For more information, contact Etienne Marais on tel. 082 898 6998, 
e-mail etienne@birding.co.za or visit www.birdlife.org.za/ezemvelo.htm

John Cooper, the ADU’s Chief
Research Officer, meets HRH, 

The Prince of Wales.

Bass Rock, as seen from the Scottish
Seabird Centre in North Berwick.

Zeiss is celebrating its BirdLife sponsorship by
offering very special prices on two models from
their renowned range of binoculars. One year’s
membership of BirdLife South Africa is included.

Conquest 8x30 at R5 385 (incl. VAT) 
(normal retail R5 985)
Conquest 10x30 at R5 875 (incl. VAT) 
(normal retail R6 530)

To take advantage of this amazing offer, contact
BirdLife South Africa on tel. (011) 789 1122. 

Readers’ special offer from Zeiss

The campsite at Gauteng’s Ezemvelo Nature Reserve.

The ADU migrates 
to Scotland

JOHN COOPER


