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POLITICAL STUDIES

The Department is housed on the 5th Floor of the Leslie Social Science Building.

The Departmental letter code is POL.

The Department can be contacted by email at hum-politics@uct.ac.za.

Website: www.uct.ac.za/depts/politics 

..Professor and Head of Department:

R A Schrire, BCom Cape Town MA American University Washington PhD Calif
.Professors:

R G Cameron, MPubAd PhD Cape Town
R Mattes, MA Delaware PhD Illinois (Urbana-Champaign)
A Seegers, MA Pret PhD Loyola 

.Associate Professor:

A Nash, MA Stell PhD Cape Town
.Senior Lecturers:

J Akokpari, BA(Hons) Ghana MA International University of Japan PhD Dalhousie

V Naidoo,  BA (Saskatchewan); MA (Rhodes); PhD (UCT)

T Reddy, BSocSc(Hons) Natal MA PhD University of Washington
M Simons, BA(Hons) Cape Town
H J Stephan, BA University of California Berkeley PhD Georgetown
.Lecturer:

Z Jolobe, MSocSc Cape Town
Part-time Lecturers: 
R Harvey BA(Hons) MA (Cape Town)
CK Milne BA(Hons) MA (Cape Town)
L Paremoer BA(Hons) MA (Cape Town)
E Wegner 
.Administrative Officer: 

Ms W Gajjar

.Administrative Assistant:

Ms J Polzin, BMus HDE(PG)Sec Cape Town 

.Senior Secretary:

Ms Lee-Anne Wolmerans
.Majors:

The following majors can be taken as part of the general BA / BSocSc programme: 

	.•
	POLITICS

	•
	PUBLIC POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION


A double major combination of Politics and Public Policy and Administration is possible.

NOTE: No 2000- or 3000-level POL course can be counted towards more than one major. 

.Requirements for a major in Politics (POL):

	.First year

	POL1004F 
Introduction to Politics

	POL1005S 
International Politics (was POL226F)

	Second year

	Any TWO of the following:

	POL2002S 
Political Theory

	POL2039S 
The Politics of International Economic Relations ( prev. Political Economy of 
International Relations POL2034S)

	POL2036F 
Introductory Political Economy

	POL2038F 
Comparative Politics

	Third year

	Any TWO of the following:

	POL3013S 
South African Political Thought  OR  POL3039F Advanced South African Politics

	POL3029S 
Third World Politics

	POL3030F 
Conflict in World Politics


.Prerequisites:

	(i)
	For POL1005S: DP for POL1004F 

	(ii)
	For POL2002S: POL1004F or POL1006S, or at least TWO courses in historical, social science or cultural studies or with special permission by the HOD.

	(iii)
	For POL2038F: POL1005S 

	(iv)
	For POL3013S: POL2002S or at least two other POL 2000-level courses, or with special permission by the HOD

	(v)
	For POL3029S: Any TWO of the following POL2038F, POL2002S, POL2039S (was  POL2034S), or with special permission by the course convenor.

	(vi)
	For POL3030F: POL2038F and POL2039S (was POL2034S) or with special permission by the course convenor

	(vii)
	For POL3039F: POL2039S (was POL2034S) and POL2002S, or with special permission by the HOD


.General comments on prerequisites:

The prerequisites for students registered for either the Commerce or the Humanities PPE programme (Philosophy, Politics and Economics) will differ slightly from those printed above. Please consult your Programme Convenor.

.Requirements for a major in Public Policy and Administration (PPA):

	.First Semester
	Second Semester

	First Year 
	

	
	POL1006S Introduction to Public Administration

	Second year
	

	POL2022F State, Management and Administration 
	POL2037S Public and Development Administration 

	Third year
	

	POL3037F Policy and Administration
	POL3038S Urban Politics and Administration 


.Prerequisites:

(i) For POL2022F: POL1004F or POL1006S, or any 1000-level ECO, SOC, PHI, SAN or HST course.

(ii) For POL2037S: POL2022F

(iii) For POL3037F: POL2037S

(iv) For POL3038S POL3037F

.Note on prerequisites and sub-minima:

Students should note the following: 

	(a)
	Even if a student achieves a particular grade, he/she must still obtain the entrance requirements to individual courses; 

	(b)
	The following sub-minima for examinations apply to all courses offered by the Department:

A student must obtain a minimum of 45% in the final examination to qualify for an overall pass (50%), 55% to qualify for an overall lower second (60 - 69%), 65% to qualify for an overall upper second (70 - 74%) and 70% to qualify for an overall first (75% and above). 


.Note on re-examination procedures:

Opportunities for further examinations in the case of borderline failures may be provided before the results are finalised.

.Course outlines:

.POL1004F   INTRODUCTION TO POLITICS

(NOTE: This course may also be offered in Summer/Winter Term - please consult the Centre for Open Learning.)

First-year, first-semester course, 3 lectures and 1 tutorial per  week.
Convenor: Mr Z Jolobe.

Entrance requirements: Faculty admission.

Course outline:
An introduction to key concepts in Political Studies including power, authority, legitimacy and class. These concepts will be applied to the study of comparative and international politics. The case study of South African politics constitutes an application of the conceptual and theoretical material to contemporary politics.

Lecture times:  Meridian

       7th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all written tests, essays and assignments as stipulated in the course handbooks and at least two-thirds of tutorials.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; June two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL1005S   INTERNATIONAL POLITICS

(NOTE: This course may also be offered in Summer/Winter Term - please consult the Centre for Open Learning.)

First-year, second-semester course, 4 lectures per week, 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor: Dr J Akokpari.

Entrance requirements: POL1004F.

Course outline:
This course provides a survey of fundamental issues and concepts in international relations. In particular, it analyses the interface of globalisation and international politics and the extent to which this affects the behaviour of actors in the international system.

Lecture times:  6th period

        7th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all written work/tests and at least two-thirds of tutorials.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; October/November two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL1006S   INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

(NOTE: This course may also be offered in Summer/Winter Term - please consult the Centre for Open Learning.)

First-year, second-semester course, 4 lectures per week, 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor: Ms CK Milne.

Entrance requirements: Faculty Admission

Course outline:
This course is a basic introduction to the field of Public Administration. It looks at the history of public administration as an academic field, its relationship with Political Science, the relationship between bureaucracy and democracy, the normative foundations of the discipline and administration in comparative perspective looking at both developed and developing countries.

Lecture time:  4th period
DP requirements:  Completion of all written tests and assignments and at least 2/3rd of tutorials
Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; October/November two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL2002S   POLITICAL THEORY

Second-year, second-semester course, 4 lectures per week, 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor: Associate Professor A Nash.

Entrance requirements: POL1004F, or at least 2 courses in historical, social science or cultural studies or with special permission by the HOD 

Course outline:
This course is an introduction to the fields of political theory, political philosophy and political ethics focussing on themes such as freedom, democracy, citizenship and the state.

Lecture times:  7th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all written work and at least two-thirds of tutorials.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; October/November two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL2022F   STATE, MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION

Second-year, first-semester course, 4 lectures per week, 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor:  Ms R Taljaard
Entrance requirements:  POL1004F or POL1006S or any 1000-level ECO, SOC, PHI, PSY, SAN or HST course.

Course outline:
This course introduces basic concepts, methods and theories related to the analysis of the modern South African state, its policy-making processes, and its public administration. The course explores the roles and growth of the public sector, the organisation of South African government under the new constitution, how policy is made and implemented, the interface between public and private sectors, and the human development and policy challenges facing the national government. 

Lecture time:  7th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all written tests, essays and assignments.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; June two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL2036F   CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL ECONOMY (was INTRODUCTORY POLITICAL ECONOMY)
Second-year, first-semester course, 4 lectures per week, 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor: Dr E Wegner
Entrance requirements:  POL1004F or ECO1010F/S.

Course outline:  This course will trace the history of the emergence of a distinctive sub-discipline of political economy based in large part on both subject matter and methodology. Political Economy, defined as the interplay between politics and economics, has a long pedigree in which both marxist and non-marxist scholars have made important contributions. Topics in this field include the relationship between wealth and power, and the role played by trade in development /  underdevelopment. A very different conception of Political Economy is represented by scholars who apply axiomatic methodologies to social science analysis. This has involved the application of economic reasoning to the analysis of political and social issues such as voting behaviour, coalition formation, bureaucratic growth, and the logic of collective action. This course will seek to introduce students to both perspectives although the emphasis will be on the latter perspective with analyses of the ideas of contemporary thinkers such as Arrow, Riker and Axelrod.

Lecture time:  4th period
DP requirements:  Completion of all written work/tests and two-thirds of tutorials.

Examination requirements:  Coursework counts 50%; June two-hour examination counts 50%.

NOTE:  Students may not obtain credit for this course and for ECO2006F.

.POL2037S   PUBLIC AND DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

Second-year, second-semester course, 4 lectures per week.

Convenor: Dr V Naidoo

Entrance requirements: POL2022F.

Course outline:
This course introduces concepts, theories and ideas that have shaped the study of public administration to familiarise students with how public administration has been examined within the broader study of politics.  Part I includes the following approaches: the classical (scientific management, administrative theories and bureaucratic model); the neo-classical (human relations and behavioural approaches); contemporary (systems and environmental approaches); and transcendental (New Public Management). It covers development administration and the character of public administration in developing countries, and includes practical and methodological issues arising from research in this area.  Part 2 will draw on part 1 to expose students to the circumstances, features and issues that have accompanied the post-apartheid transformation of public administration in South Africa.
Lecture time: 8th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all written tests, essays, assignments and response papers.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; October/November two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL2038F   COMPARATIVE POLITICS

Second-year, first-semester course, 4 lectures and 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor: Dr J Akokpari
Entrance requirements: POL1005S.

Course outline:
This course introduces students to the major concepts, approaches, themes and topics of inquiry in the field of comparative politics. The course is designed to relate specific theories and relevant case studies and/or empirical evidence. The first part of the course focuses on the broad theme of comparative government and the second on violent processes of political change.

Lecture times: 7th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of tests, essays and tutorial presentations.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; June two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL2039S   THE POLITICS OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS (was POL2034S)
Second-year, second-semester course, 4 lectures and 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor:  Mr R Harvey
Entrance requirements: POL1004F or any two 2000-level ECO courses.

Course outline:
An introduction to the politics of international economic institutions and non-state economic actors. State responses to the global economy, including mercantilism and liberalism, are explored, and the implications of globalisation and changes in the nature of sovereignty are examined.

Lecture time:  6th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all written tests, essays and assignments.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; October/November two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL3013S   SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT

Third-year, second-semester course, 4 lectures and 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor: Associate Professor A Nash.

Entrance requirements: POL2002S or at least two other POL 2000-level courses, or with special permission by the HOD.

Course outline:
A critical study of some major sources and traditions of South African political thinking from about 1900 to the present.

Lecture times: 5th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all essays, assignments and two-thirds of tutorials.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; October/November two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL3029S   THIRD WORLD POLITICS

Third-year, second-semester course, 3 lectures and 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor: Ms L Paremoer
Entrance requirements: Any TWO of the following POL2038F, POL2002S, POL2039S (was  POL2034S), or with special permission by the course convenor.

Course outline:
This course examines political developments in the Third World through the lens of theory and selected case studies. The first part of the course introduces and analyses some key experiences shared by Third World countries. These include colonialism, the challenges of post-colonial "development" and the opportunities and constraints posed by globalisation. We will study how these processes impact on the politics of these societies. The second part of the course provides an in-depth analysis of the politics of Brazil, India and South Africa in comparative perspective.

Lecture time:  6th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of coursework requirements as stipulated in course handbook(s).

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; October/November two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL3030F   CONFLICT IN WORLD POLITICS

Third-year, first-semester course, 4 lectures and 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor: Professor A Seegers.

Entrance requirements: POL2038F and POL2039S (was POL2034S), or with special permission by the course convenor.

Course outline:  An examination of conflict in world politics.

Lecture time:  6th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all written tests, essays and assignments.

Assessment: 

 Coursework counts 50%; June two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL3037F   POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION

Third-year, first-semester course, 3 lectures and 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor:  Ms R Taljaaard 
Entrance requirements: POL2037S.

Course outline:
This course explores why conflict over public policy is inescapable. Policy makers try to reconcile antagonistic interests and to accommodate competing demands. Public policy also introduces judgements about fairness, equity and human dignity that cannot be reduced to technical issues for resolution by policy makers and officials. The course first investigates initiatives to provide all South African citizens with electricity, clean water, and a benign environment. It goes on to investigate government’s contested initiatives to provide citizens with good schooling and to develop an appropriate response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 

Lecture time: 6th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all written tests, essays and assignments.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; June two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL3038S   URBAN POLITICS AND ADMINISTRATION

Third-year, second-semester course, 3 lectures and 1 tutorial per week.

Convenor: Professor R Cameron.

Entrance requirements: POL3037F.

Course outline:
The first section of the course locates South African local level politics and administration in the context of national and provincial state reform, and examines the significance of local implementation and service delivery for policy outputs and for the policy process as a whole. A theoretical framework for understanding local government reorganisation is developed and a comparative analysis undertaken of local government reorganisation with particular reference to metropolitan areas. There is in addition a focus on contemporary reforms which have affected South Africa's contemporary urban governance, such as the new megacities, politics-administration interface and developmental local government. The second section of the 

course introduces students to an overview of contemporary urban political and administrative challenges and opportunities. These challenges and opportunities occur in a context of global and local conditions. The course examines and compares good solutions to urban problems in third and first world cities. In its focus on delivery-level administration and politics, the course provides both intellectual and practical closure to the major sequence of courses on public administration, management and the policy process.

Lecture time: 7th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all written tests, essays and assignments.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; October/November two-hour examination counts 50%.

.POL3039F   ADVANCED SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICS

Third-year, first-semester course, 3 lectures and 1 tutorial per week.
Convenor:. Dr T Reddy

Entrance requirements: POL2038F and POL2002S or HOD permission.

Course outline:
An analysis of contemporary South African politics with an emphasis on post-apartheid institutions and dynamics. A key theme will be on the continuities since 1910 and the tension between politics and the inherited economic structure.

Lecture times: 4th period
DP requirements:  

Completion of all written tests, essays and assignments.

Assessment:  

Coursework counts 50%; June two-hour examination counts 50%.

