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Departmental Profile

The Department of Political Studies at UCT covers a wide range of research and publications interests with particular focus on such areas as South African politics and policy analysis, civil-military relations, democratization in Africa, political culture, comparative politics, intellectual history and local government. In recent years, members of the Department have published widely, both in scholarly and research journals and in more popular publications, on aspects of the South African transition from apartheid to democracy. This continues to be a major research interest, with special attention to problems of the consolidation of democracy, the role of the armed forces in democratization and the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The Department offers a strong, academically broad postgraduate programme in Public Administration and Public Policy. A major new trend is a greater interest on quantitative surveys and public opinion research in the context of a close association with the Centre for Social Science Research (CSSR) and the Democracy in Africa Research Unit (DARU) in particular. In general there is an increasing emphasis on establishing a productive synergy between research and postgraduate programs. Special priority has been given to developing a sequence of research methodology courses as a mainstay of the curriculum at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels. The Department participates in the Honours and Masters Interdisciplinary Research Methods courses of the Graduate School in Humanities. Based on expertise developed in research, members of the Department have made contributions to policy research and development especially in the areas of defence, development, local government, mediation, policing, voting and HIV/AIDS in prisons. 

Departmental Statistics

Permanent and long-term contract staff 
 

	Professors
	3 (1 of whom was on sabbatical in 2006)

	Associate Professors
	2

	Senior Lecturers
	4 (1 part-time)

	Lecturers
	2

	Administrative and Clerical Staff
	3

	Total
	13


Honorary staff 
 

	Honorary Professors
	1


Students 
 

	Doctoral
	9

	Masters
	45

	Honours
	30

	Undergraduates
	2225

	Total
	2309


Research Fields and Staff

Permanent staff

Dr John Akokpari

Senior Lecturer; African politics; international relations; political economy; comparative politics

Associate Professor Anthony Butler 
Public policy; South African politics; foreign direct investment in South Africa; environmental management; HIV/AIDS; black economic empowerment (BEE)

Professor Robert Cameron 
Comparative local government politics and administration; South African local government re-organization: management reform and political dynamics; comparative and South African public service reform

Mr Zwelethu Jolobe

Lecturer; comparative politics; international relations; African politics; political violence; revolutions; contemporary South African politics; democratisation

Associate Professor Robert Mattes 
Director: Democracy in Africa Research Unit (CSSR); democratisation; political behaviour; public opinion; survey research; research methodology; comparative politics

Dr Goonasagree Naidoo 

Lecturer; public management and administration; policy and development administration; leadership; governance; public service reform and transformation; information and communication technology; diversity management; gender studies

Associate Professor Nash

Lecturer, South African Political Thought, the history of political thought in the west, the making of a global political vocabulary

Dr Thiven Reddy 

Senior Lecturer; comparative politics; South African politics; regime transition and democratisation; political party systems and political parties; post colonial theory and identity politics

Professor Robert Schrire 
Head of Department; international political economy; globalisation; South African politics

Professor Annette Seegers 
International relations; civil military relations in Southern Africa; security among Southern African states; the role of the military in democratization

Ms Mary Simons 

Senior Lecturer; urban politics and administration – globally and locally; World Bank impact on politics in the Third World; the politics of inclusion and exclusion; the NGO sector in South Africa
Dr Harry Stephan 

Senior Lecturer; international relations; international political economy; comparative governance; international law and organisation

Honorary Research Associates
Professor André du Toit 
Political theory; intellectual history of South African political thought and traditions; politics of historical truth as acknowledgement and accountability; philosophical reflections on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission; the narrative interpretation of political violence in South Africa

Distinguished visitors 

Dr Andrew Charman

Independent Consultant, Cape Town

Professor Christo De Coning 

University of the Western Cape; visiting lecturer

Ms Lia Nizjink

Centre for Social Science Research; visiting lecturer

Mr Lyal White

PhD student University of Cape Town

Political Studies Lunchtime Seminar Series 2006

Among our international visitors in 2006 were: 

· Professor PETR KOPECKY  (Leiden University, The Netherlands), "Winners & Losers:  The Relationship between Political Parties and the State in Contemporary Democracies."
· Ms ISHAYA SARKI HABU (Nigerian Federal Assembly), "Research and Quality of Legislation in the Legislature:  The Case of Nigerian Legislatures."
· Mr ALFRED CHIAKOR (Senate, National Assembly of Nigeria), "Multinational Corporations, The State and National Development in Nigeria:  A Study of the Niger Delta Region."
· Dr M. de HAAS (Lt. Col., Royal Netherlands Airforce; The Netherlands Institute for International Affairs), "From Cold War to Expeditionary Force."
· Professor DANIEL HERWITZ (University of Michigan), "HIV/AIDS, Knowledge & the Reinvention of Civil Society in South Africa."
· Professor SHAHEEN MOZAFFAR (Bridgewater State College, USA), "Elections, Violence and Democracy in Iraq."
· Professor MICHAEL MACDONALD (Professor of Political Science at William's Colleage, USA), "Why Race Matters in South Africa."
· Professor MICHAEL CREMO (Bhaktivedanta Institute of History & Philosophy of Science), "Forbidden Archaeology of the Early & Middle Pleistocene:  Evidence for Physiologically & Culturally Advanced Humans."
Local speakers included: 

· Dr ADEKEYE ADEBAJO (Executive Director, Centre for Conflict Resolution, Cape Town), "Chronicle of a Death Foretold: The Rise and Fall of UN Reform." 

Student speakers included: 

· Ms ELISABETE AZEVEDO (PhD Candidate in Democratisation), The DRC Elections:  "My Experience as an Election Observer."
· Ms MASAKO YONEKAWA (MA International Relations Candidate/UNHCR Personnel), "Challenges in Southern Sudan:  Experience with Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons."  
Contact Details

Postal Address: Department of Political Studies, University of Cape Town, Private Bag X3, Rondebosch, 7701 

Telephone: +27 21 650 3916

Fax: +27 21 689 7574

E-mail: politics@humanities.uct.ac.za 

Web: http://www.uct.ac.za/depts/politics
Research Output

ARTICLES IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS
Butler, A.M. 2006. Black economic empowerment: An overview. New Agenda, 22(June): 80-87.

Cameron, R.G. 2006. Environmental health in the West Coast: The decentralisation quandary. Journal of Public Administration, 41(2): 70-89.

Du Toit, A.B. 2005. The legacy of Daantjie Oosthuizen: Revisiting the liberal defence of academic freedom. African Sociological Review/Revue Africaine de Sociologie, 9(1): 40 - 61.

Naidoo, G. 2006. Development of senior leadership in the South African public service for accelerated service delivery. Proceedings of the South African Association of Public Administration and Management (SAAPAM). Journal of Public Administration, September: 255-266.

Naidoo, G. 2006. Institutional reform in the South African Public Service for accelerated service delivery. Proceedings of the South African Association of Public Administration and Management (SAAPAM). Journal of Public Administration, September: 240-254.

Nijzink, L. 2006. Parliaments and the enhancement of democracy on the African continent: An analysis of institutional capacity and public perceptions. Journal of Legislative Studies, 12(3-4): 311-335.

Mattes, R.B. 2006. Comparing apples with apples: Putting South Africans' experiences of crime and policing in an African context. SA Crime Quarterly, 18(December): 17-24.

Mattes, R.B. 2006. Good news and bad: Public perceptions of crime, corruption and government. SA Crime Quarterly, 18(December): 9-16.

Reddy, T. 2006. Higher education and social transformation in South Africa since the fall of apartheid. Special issue on Higher Education in Africa, Cahiers de la Recherche sur l’Education et les Saviors, 5: 121-145.

BOOKS

Millett, K., Olowu, D. and Cameron, R. (eds) 2006. Tackling the challenges of decentralised governance in Africa: 1-246. Tunis: Joint Africa Institute.

Stephan, H., Power, M., Hervey, A.F. and Fonseca, R.S. 2006. The scramble for Africa in the 21st Century: 1-352. Cape Town: Renaissance Press.

CHAPTERS IN BOOKS

Cameron, R. 2006. La reestructuracion del sistema electoral del gobierno local en Sudafrica. In G.E. Emmerich (ed.), Ellos Y Nostros Democracia Y Representacion En El Mundo Actual: 57-102. Demos: Grupo de Estudios.

Cameron, R.  2006. South African Local Government Boundary Reorganisation. In U. Pillay, R. Tomlison and J. du Toit (eds), Democracy and Delivery. Urban Policy in South Africa: 76-106. Cape Town: HSRC Press.

Cameron, R.  2006. Conclusion. In K. Millett, D. Olowu and R. Cameron (eds),  Tackling the challenges of decentralised governance in Africa: 191-196. Tunis: Joint Africa Institute.

Nash, A. 2006. Politics and ethics in a global age: A reflection on our debt to Johan Deganaar. In D. Hertzol, E. Britz and A. Henderson (eds), Gesprek Sonder Grense: 211-227. Stellenbosch: H & B Publishers.

Nash, A. 2006. Restructing South African universities. In R. Pithouse (ed.), Asinamali: University struggles in post-apartheid South Africa: 1-10. Lawrenceville, N.J.: Africa World Press.

Schrire, R. 2006. Economic policy in Africa: Progress or regression. In L. White (ed.), Is there an economic orthodoxy: Growth and reform in Africa, Asia and Latin America: 29-46. Johannesburg: SA Institute of International Affairs.

NON PEER-REVIEWED PUBLISHED CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS
Mattes, R. 2006. Voter Behaviour and Party Dominance in South Africa: Another View.  Challenges to Democracy by One Party Dominance: A Comparative Assessment.  A Konrad Adenauer Foundation Seminar Report, October 2006. 105-116. ISBN 0-620-37570-1.

Reddy, T. 2006. INC and ANC: A Comparative Analysis. Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Challenges to Democracy by One-Party Dominance: A Comparative Assessment. Seminar Report, no 17: 55-61. Johannesburg: Konrad-Adenauer-Siftung.

THESES AND DISSERTATIONS PASSED FOR HIGHER DEGREES
Basha, S. 2006. Sudan Peace Processes: A Comparison of the Addis Ababa Peace Agreement of 1972 and the Comprehensive Peace Agreement of 2005. MPhil (in Justice and Transformation).

Chagunda, C. 2006. A study of state-based social assiatance provision and its influence on the developmental character of the South African State : the case of the child support grant: 115. MPhil (in Public Policy).

Di Lollo, A. 2006. A critical examination of the concept of welfare dependency : its assumptions, underlying values and manifistation in social policy, internationally and in South Africa: 126. MPhil (in Public Policy).

Gossmann, A. 2006. Eating soup with a knife:  South African Coin Theory and Practice. MSoc Sci (in International Relations).

Haastrup, A. 2006. Change and the nation-state in the European Union: 67. MA (in International Relations). 

Hawn, J. 2006.  Africa returning East : can the China development model travel to Africa: 66. MSocSci (in International Relations).

Hjört, L. 2006. South Africa’s new social movements and their approach to the liberal-democratic state : differences and possibilities: 158. MA (in Political Studies).

Jacobs, C. 2006. Socio - historical research and land tenure in South Africa : a case study of land tenure rights on the Northern Cape farm of Melkkraal: 171. MPhil (in Public Policy).

Kennedy, J.L. 2006. Does the prevalence of poverty, religion or social capital influence the prevalence of HIV? : testing structural, cultural and institutional explanations of HIV diffusion in South Africa: 89. MPhil (in Public Policy) 

Kurien, S. 2006. Multinationals and the state : the Chilean case: 95. MSocSci (in International Relations).

Lake, B. 2006. Foreign Donor Involvement in Civil Society Development:  A Case Study of South Africa. MSocSci (n International Relations)

Msimang, S. 2006. The Women's Health Project: A case study of organisational rupture. MSoc Sci (in South African and Comparative Politics).

Olukotun, D. 2006. The spirit of National Peace Accord : the past, present and future of local forms of conflict resolution in the Western Cape: 112. MPhil (in Justice and Transformation).

Patel, N. 2006. South African corporate expansion in Africa : a preliminary exploration: 69. MPhil (in Public Policy). 

Rijke, T. 2006. Official discourse(s) of land restitution in post-Apartheid South Africa:  a case study of Makhoba. M Phil (in Justice and Transformation).

Sylvester, J. 2006. Parliamentary oversight over defence:  the case of the South African parliament and the strategic arms package. MSoc Sci (in International Relations)

UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS AND WORKS OF A POPULAR NATURE

Jolobe, Z. 2006. Genocide and Justice. Catalyst, 2.
Jolobe, Z. 2006. Review of State of the Nation: South Africa 2005-2006. International Affairs, 82(3).

Mattes, R. 2006. The Public Agenda: Change and Stability in South Africans' Ratings of National Priorities.  Afrobarometer Briefing Papers, no. 45.  East Lansing, Mi. / Cape Town / Accra: Afrobarometer, 2006.

Mattes, R. 2006. South Africans' Ratings of Government Performance, Afrobarometer Briefing Papers, no. 44.  East Lansing, Mi. / Cape Town / 

Accra: Afrobarometer, 2006.

Mattes, R. 2006. Resurgent Perceptions of Corruption in South Africa, Afrobarometer Briefing Papers, no. 43.  East Lansing, Mi. / Cape Town / Accra: Afrobarometer, 2006.

Mattes, R. 2006. Surging Economic Optimism Amidst Enduring Poverty, Afrobarometer Briefing Papers, no. 42.  East Lansing, Mi. / Cape Town / Accra: Afrobarometer, 2006.

Mattes, R. 2006. Is South Africa's Public Service 'User Friendly?' Afrobarometer Briefing Papers, no. 41.  East Lansing, Mi. / Cape Town / Accra: Afrobarometer, 2006.

Schoer, V. and Leibbrandt, M.V. 2006. Determinants of job search strategies: evidence from the Khayelitsha/Mitchell's Plain Survey. CSSR Working Paper 167: 1-31.

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES
Butler, A.M. 2006, ‘Appraising SA’s political soul’, Business Day, 30 January 2006: 11.

Butler, A.M. 2006, ‘Pitfalls of the third term’, Business Day, 31 January 2006: 13.

Butler, A.M. 2006, ‘The road from outrage to apathy’, Business Day, 27 February 2006: 19.

Butler, A.M. 2006, ‘The ambivalent flames of history’, Business Day, 13 April 2006: 11.

Butler, A.M. 2006, ‘Turning an ear to BEE alarm bells’, Business Day, 12 June 2006: 11.

Butler, A.M. 2006, ‘Challenges for Mbeki’s successor’, Business Day, 28 June 2006:  11.

Jolobe, Z. 2006. Cape's History is a salutary lesson in coalition politics. Cape Times, 11 December 2006.

ONLINE WORKS
Reddy, T. 2006. H-Net Book Review for H-SAfrica: Pal Ahulwalia & Abebe Zegeye, eds. "African Identities: Contemporary Political and Social Challenges". The Making of Modern Africa Series. Aldershot, Hants, England & Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2002. ISBN 0-7546-1947-8. http://h-net.msu.edu.

EXTENSION AND DEVELOPMENT WORK
Mattes, R.B. 2006. Design and Analysis of Potential Skills Base Survey - South Africa. Jonathan Crush. Southern African Migration Project.

CONSULTANCY AND OTHER ACTIVITIES BASED ON EXPERTISE DEVELOPED IN RESEARCH
Akokpari, J. 2005. External Examiner for a PhD thesis from WITS University titled "From the Lagos Plan of Action (LPA) to the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD): The Political Economy of African Regional Initiatives" by Francis Nguendi Ikome.

