2006 POL2018F: Contemporary South African Politics

Course Convenor: Dr Thiven Reddy 

Lecturer: Mr. Zweli Jolobe

Office: Leslie Rm 5.30. 

Office Hours: Thursdays 2 - 3pm 

Email: treddy@humanities.uct.ac.za or 650-3388 (o)

zjolobe@humanities.uct.ac.za or 650-3382 (o)
1. Purpose and Organisation

Welcome to POL 2018F! This course examines the emergence and features of the post-Apartheid political system, key government policies, and some issues of heated debate. South Africa is an important case study of a society undergoing democratic transition and consolidation. It presents various angles to observe momentous changes from a racist, deeply divided, authoritarian society into a more inclusive, humane and democratic one. We can identify the contours of change and continuity and how citizens and political elites adapt and respond to new institutions and policy challenges. The “contemporary” in the title of this course deals as much with “history” and established legacies in addition to more recent events and processes; contemporary South African politics cannot avoid discourses of the past. The first part of the course focuses on the main areas of transition: the collapse of the Apartheid regime, the negotiated settlement and the new political institutions such as the constitution, the executive, parliament, and the political party and electoral system. The second part focuses on issues of identity, foreign policy, and the developmental state. You are expected to attend tutorials and complete assignments, read the required material, write one test, one research essay, and a final exam. Together we can make this an interesting learning experience. I hope you enjoy this course.

2. Reading Material

2.1 A course reader is available from the Department Administration Office. 

3. DP Requirements

· Attendance of Tutorials;

· Tutorials; (Total = 15%)

· Test (15%); 

· Research Essay (20 %).

4. Grades

15% = Tutorial Participation and Assignments.

15% = Test.

20% = Essay.

50% = Examination of material covered in the whole semester.

5. Rules

All departmental and university policies and regulations apply to this course. Students who keep to deadlines will be penalised. All exceptions to the rules of the course will have to be motivated by email and there is no guarantee that the final decision will benefit you. 

6. Test

Test, end of Week 5, Thursday 23rd March 2006.  Class test will be written in lecture period. There will be one make-up test for those who qualify on medical grounds and who produce an authorised medical certificate. The convenor will decide on the merits of each case. The make-up test will take place on Thursday, 30th March 2006 (date and venue to be confirmed). It is the sole responsibility of the student to obtain confirmation that he/she qualifies for the make up test and to get the correct information of the date and venue.
7. Essays

Essay topics will be announced during lectures. The essays should be no more than 8, typed, double line-spaced pages. The essay must be submitted on Friday, 28th April 2006 and must be submitted into the appropriate essay box outside the department office by 12pm. No late essays will be accepted without daily deductions. After five days your essay will only be considered for DP purposes.  It is the student’s responsibility to confirm that the essay was duly received by Bridgette (the politics dept secretary).  Do not put essays under the lecturers’ doors!
8. Weekly Topics:
WEEK ONE (20/2-23/2): South African Politics After Apartheid

1.1 To what extent is the past relevant to understand contemporary South African politics?


Marais, H., 1998. “Origins of a Divided Society” in The Limits to Change. London: Zed Books, pp. 7-36.

Louw P. E., 2004. “The Theory of Apartheid” in The Rise, Fall and Legacy of Apartheid. USA: Praeger Publishers, pp. 27-54.
Guelke, A., 2005. “The Pursuit of a Negotiated Settlement” in Rethinking the Rise and Fall of Apartheid. United Kingdom: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 147-165.
WEEK TWO (27/2-2/3): Regime Breakdown

2.1 Discuss the key factors explaining the collapse of the Apartheid state.

Linz, J., “Transitions to Democracy” in The Washington Quarterly, Summer 1990, pp. 143-164.
Price, R., 1991. “Cracks in the Monolith” in The Apartheid State in Crisis. Berkeley: Oxford University Press, pp. 28-78.
WEEK THREE (6/3-9/3): Negotiation a democratic dispensation; Constitutional features

3.1 Identify the main proposals, tactics and differences of the principle political parties participating in the negotiation process.

3.2 Discuss the factors of the negotiating process that had a major impact on South Africa’s formal democratic institutions.

Sisk, T., 1995. “The Uncertain Interregnum” in Democratization in South Africa. New Jersey: Princeton University Press, pp. 88-126.
WEEK FOUR (13/3-16/3): South Africa’s political system

4.1 Identify and discuss the key features of the South African political system.

4.2 Does South Africa have a majoritarian or consociational political system? 

Lijphart, A. “South African Democracy: Majoritarianism or Consociational?” in Democratization, Vol. 5(4), Winter 1998, pp. 144-150.
Koeble, T., 1998. “South Africa’s Formal Democracy” in The Global Economy and Democracy in South Africa. New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, pp. 53-82.
WEEK FIVE (20/3-23/3): Leadership: The Mandela and Mbeki Administrations
TEST ON THURSDAY IN CLASS
5.1 Compare the significant features of the Mandela and Mbeki administration styles of leadership and their impact on the democratic political system.
Weber, M., 1970.  “Authority and Legitimacy” in Politics and Society: Studies in Comparative Sociology. E. Nordlinger (ed). New Jersey: Prentice Hall, pp. 35-44.

Gumede, M., 2005. “Escaping Mandela’s Shadow” in Thabo Mbeki and the Battle for the Soul of the ANC. Cape Town: Zebra Press, pp. 53-65.
“The Guardian profile: Thabo Mbeki” in The Guardian Online, 9 April 2004. [Online] Available at www.mg.co.za.
“Mbeki created Zuma” in The Guardian Online, undated. [Online] Available at www.mg.co.za.
Nash, A. “Mandela’s Democracy” in Monthly Review, April 1999. [Online] Available at http://www.monthlyreview.org/499nash.htm.

WEEK SIX (27/3-30/3): The Dominant Party System

6.1 What are the features of ANC dominance?

6.2 Discuss the debate about ANC dominance and its impact on our democratic political system.

Friedman, S., 1999. “No Easy Stroll to Dominance: Party Dominance, Opposition and Civil Society” in The Awkward Embrace: One Party Domination and Democracy. Giliomee, H. and Simkins, C. (eds). Cape Town: Tafelberg Publishers, pp. 97-126. 
Lodge, T. “The ANC and the Development of Party Politics in Modern South Africa” in Journal of Modern African Studies, 42, 2 (2004), pp. 189-219.
H. Brooks. “The Dominant Party System: Challenges for South Africa’s Second Decade of Democracy” in EISA Occasional Paper number 25, October 2004.
WEEK SEVEN (3/4-6/4): Sources of Opposition in a Dominant Party State

7.1 Identify the different sources of opposition in the South African political system and discuss their impact on public policy and opinion.

Dahl, R., 1973. “Introduction: Regimes and Oppositions” in Regimes and Oppositions. New Haven: Yale University Press, pp. 1-25.


Southall, R. and Daniel, J., 2005. “The state of parties post-election 2004: ANC dominance and opposition enfeeblement” in State of the Nation: South Africa 2004-2005. Daniel, J., Southall, R. and Lutchman, J. (eds). South Africa: HSRC Press, pp. 34-57.

Southall, R. “Opposition in South Africa: Issues and Problems” Paper presented at a conference on Opposition in South Africa’s New Democracy  (Kariega Park, Eastern Cape, 28-30 June 2000).

TERM BREAK (8-17 April 2006)
WEEK EIGHT (18/4-20/4): South Africa: A Developmental State?
8.1 Critically analyse the features of the nature of the post-1994 democratic state?

Southall, R., 2006. “Introduction: can South Africa be a developmental state?” in State of the Nation: South Africa 2005-2006. Buhlungu, S., Daniel, J., Southall, R. and Lutchman, J. (eds). South Africa: HSRC Press, pp. xvii-vlv.

“A developmental state for South Africa?” Cosatu discussion paper for the 2005 Central Committee. [Online] Available at http://www.cosatu.org.za/cc2005/developmental.pdf.

Daniel, J., Southall, R. and Lutchman, J., 2005. “Introduction: President Mbeki’s second term: opening the golden door?” in State of the Nation 2004-2005. Daniel, J., Southall, R. and Lutchman, J. (eds.). [Online] Available at www.hsrcpress.ac.za.
WEEK NINE (24/4-27/4): Identity Politics. Who is an African? Nation building and the National Question.
ESSAY DUE 28th APRIL 2006!

9.1 Do South Africans share any common cultural markings?

9.2 What are the principle differences between South Africans?

9.3 Discuss state ideology on national identity.

Jung, C., 2000. “Born from Speaking” in Then I was Black: South African Political Identities in Transition. New Haven: Yale University Press, pp. 17-39.

Mbeki, T., 1998. “I am an African” in Africa: The Time has Come. Cape Town: Tafelberg Publishers, pp. 31-36.
Mbeki, T., 1998. “The African Renaissance, South Africa and the World” in Africa: The Time has Come. Cape Town: Tafelberg Publishers, pp. 239-251.

Mbeki, T.,1999. “South Africa: Two Nations” in The Life and Times of Thabo Mbeki. Hadland, A. and Rentao, J. (eds.). Johannesburg: Zebra Press, pp. 184-193.
WEEK TEN (2/5-4/5): South Africa’s foreign policy in Africa and the World.
10.1 What are the main features of a post-Apartheid foreign policy?

10.2 Discuss the key issues facing NEPAD and the African Union.

Versfeld, J., 2003. “NEPAD: Africa’s Friend of Foe?” in Umtapo Centre Popular Education Publication. Moodley, S. and Soliar, D. (eds).

Hughes, T. 2004. “Composers, conductors and players: Harmony and discord in South African foreign policy making” in Occasional Papers. Johannesburg: Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung. 

WEEK ELEVEN and TWELVE  (8/5-18/5): Issues of Democratic Consolidation. Will South Africa develop into a consolidated democracy?

11.1 What are the main criteria by which we can evaluate democratic consolidation?

11.2 How does South Africa measure against these criteria?

Linz, J. J. and Stepan, A. “Toward Consolidated Democracies” in Journal of Democracy, vol. 7(2), April 1996, pp. 14-32.
WEEK THIRTEEN (22/5-25/5): Revision
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