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Conference Announcement

Core competencies in human rights for health professionals

Background: Why human rights?

Contemporary training of health professionals demands competencies not previously identified in our under- and post-graduate curricula. Globalisation and the increasing complexity of health care have posed new challenges to the way health professionals must work, particularly in societies where social justice and equity are the subject of ongoing efforts to redress past inequalities, such as in South Africa.

In this light, competencies in human rights are critical for the participation of health professionals in the delivery of comprehensive health services. This was particularly echoed in the report of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s investigation of the Health Sector under apartheid in 1997, which highlighted the critical role of health professionals in promoting and protecting the human rights and dignity of health care users. In this regard, statutory health councils have focused on developing standards to ensure respect for the dignity of patients in the curricula of health care professionals.

Partly in response to these challenges, the Health and Human Rights Programme at the University of Cape Town initiated a train-the-trainer course for staff who teach students in the health professions. This course has run since 1998 and has to date trained more than 170 staff members in the nursing, medical and allied health professions who teach students. Central to this short course has been the identification of core competencies in human rights for students in the health professions.

Developing core competencies in human rights

This July, the UCT Health and Human Rights Programme will be hosting a 3-day conference to consolidate the learning experiences from work in teaching health and human rights.

The aims of the conference are:

1) To provide a forum for trainees from previous train-the-trainers short courses to share their experiences in implementation of human rights training in their institutions.

2) To workshop a more comprehensive set of competencies in human rights for health professionals 

3) To workshop recommendations for a generic unit standard for human rights that will be applicable for all health professionals, which could form part of educational qualifications of health professionals for consideration by statutory and educational bodies.

Target groups:

· All trainees who attended previous Train-the-Trainer programmes run by UCT are encouraged to attend this meeting. A limited number of bursaries will be available to support participants from rural provinces and under-resourced institutions.  An application procedure for financial support is available in at URL: http://www.uct-cmc.co.za/conferences/2006/core/info.php.
· All institutional heads who are responsible for setting standards for health professional curricula 
· Key stakeholders in the higher education sector for health: HPCSA committees on education, SANC standard setting bodies, health professional organizations with a role in training and continuing professional development.

Call for Abstracts:

There will be free-standing papers and a poster session to showcase people’s experiences of implementing human rights teaching for health professionals. 

Participants are invited to submit abstracts for consideration for presentation at the conference. Guidelines for abstract submission are attached and are also available at URL: http://www.hhr.uct.ac.za/ 
Submit your abstracts by email to zholtman@cormack.uct.ac.za or by fax to 021 406 6163 marked for Attention: Zelda Holtman. If you do choose to fax the abstract, we will still request you send us an electronic copy, by email or on a disc by post.
The closing date for abstracts is June 8th. 
Registration forms are available on-line at URL: http://www.uct-cmc.co.za/conferences/2006/core/info.php
Costs of Registration are R 250:

Date: 5th to 7th July 2006
Location: University of Cape Town
Venue: Robert Leslie Building, University of Cape Town Upper campus, Rondebosch, Cape Town
Accommodation: If you require accommodation, please contact Garden Court Southern Sun, Eastern Boulevard  - Rene Thomas renet@southernsun.com / Tel (021) 448 4123 
Single R499 room only, excludes breakfast & room levy. 
Please indicate to the hotel that you are attending the Core Competencies conference at UCT in order to get the special rate.

Transport: Transport will be provided from the hotel to the conference venue at Leslie Building, UCT. Please indicate on registration form if transport is required.
Funding: The conference has been made possible by financially support from the Conference Workshop and Cultural Initiative (CWCI) Fund of the European Union, the International Federation of Health and Human Rights Organisations and the University of Cape Town.  There is no express conflict of interest between the organizers of this meeting and the funders.

For further information, please contact:

Jolandi Ackermann 
Conference Management Centre 
UCT Faculty of Health Sciences 
Observatory 7925 
Tel (021) 406 6330 
ackerman@curie.uct.ac.za 

You can also visit the Web pages of the Health and Human Rights Division of the School of Public Health and Family Medicine at URL: http://www.hhr.uct.ac.za/ for more information.
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